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COMMODORE’'SCOMMENTS

WOW! This last week saw the compl etion of the
lower leve of the AY C clubhouse. Many thanks go
outto all of thosemembersthat helped onthisproject.
The leadership behind the constructi on was provided
by Spencer Swain and Bob Carlson with | ots of help
from the ba ance of the building committee — Pam
Edwards-Harju, Suzanne Emery, Ron Elliot and Phil
Case. MembersBill Bowmanand Ron Elliot camein
with the favorabl e bids for construction and wiring.
Many other members aso volunteered on cleaning
out the basement and doing the final clean up. The
fina act will be the sdection of the furnishings and
then the enjoyment of the room can begin.

Bill Short Commodore

Election of Directors

Excerpts from Article VI, paragraphs 13 and 14 of
the AY C Bylaws. “The e ection of directors shal be
accomplished by the Commodore selecting a
nominating committee, subject to gpproval by the
Board of Directors.”...... “ The nominating committee
shall report to the director who will be serving his
(her) second year asdirector intheensuing year, who
shal then present the list of nominati ons made by the
nominating commi ttee to the generad membership of
theCl ub a themeeting preceding theannual meeti ng.
The person presenting thenominationsthen shall cal
for additional nominations from the general
membership.”

The members selected for the committee were
Wendy Gray, Bruce Backlund and Spencer Swain. The
nominees shown in the right hand column will be
officid ly presented to themembership at the October
25th meeting. This advance notification of the
nominees is to afford sufficient time for those of a
different mind to present candidates for nomination
fromthefloor. Thisd sothenight of the Annual Crab
Feed which you will hear more about from Pam.
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HOOKED ON COMMODORE'’S
CRUISE

The Commodore’s Cruise to small ports met in
Sidney on September 9. After severd trips to West
Marine and the grocery store, the group sailed on to
Cowichen. Madrisa managed to get hooked up to a
crabpot and Pyxishad their jib sheet hook oneof their
windows and rip it off dong the way. Cowichen was
full of fishing boats with generators running so the
fleet decided to stay a Genoa Bay, especidly since
Skipper John Moody and Dave Thomson had towed
M adrisainto Genoa Bay to disengage the crabpot and
Pyxis needed something to repair the window.
Grapevine CafE did their part in providing excd lent
food and a gresat setti ng for the storytel ling of the days
activities. The nextmorning, CaptainMorgan’'sB&B
provided a wonderful brunch and beautiful setting
beforewe sailed onto Crofton. Raftingtogether gave
the fleet the needed room to gay the night a Crofton.
Luckily, a pub was close by to quench our thirst and
get the locd news. The Bl Burger at the Brass Bell
wasthehit of the stay at Crofton dong with the School
Museum and its various carvings. While the fleet
headed for Ladysmith, Captain Jack headed homeward
to get back for very important birthdays. L adysmith
provided lots of sightsand acti vities around thelumber
mill on our way down to the L adysmith Yacht Club.
New dockswerebeing built therebut wewere ableto
tieup temporarily while they worked on them anyway.
Somewherealong the way wegot separated from Sea
Star but caught up with them on the way to Lyall
Harbour on Saturna Island. The loca pub at Lyal
Harbour was a perfect end to the cruise with a fun
evening of playing darts and watching another
beauti ful northwest sunset. Those on the cruise were
John Moody, Dave Thomson, Bruce and Cynthia
Backlund, Wayne Schaub, Steve and Marion L owe,
TheGatley brothers, Bill and MarciaShort and guests

from Walla Walla Yacht Club Earl and Linda Yoes.
Bill Short

WelcomeAboard Bob & Dianna Apter

5A Beach Drive, LaConner, WA 98257
Home 360-466-3327; Wor k: 360-419-2426
email: bapter @cnw.com, Boat: Syndi-cat

WINE AND CHEESE CRUISE

Get your taste buds cranked up because Saturday
and Sunday October 12" and 13" is the Wine and
Cheese Crui seto Reid Harbor on Stuart Island. Bring
abottle of your favorite wine, party food and cheese
to share Saturday evening at 5:00 PM. Call Bill Short
(360) 293-8844 for any additional information.

BOWLING NIGHT

Now is the time to dust off your old bowling bal
and join other AY C members in rolling gutter bals
for an evening of bowling fun. Thefirst order of the
evening is atending the $2.00 Night at the club from
6-7 PM and then heading for the San Juan Lanes for
bowlingat 7: 30 PM. It islotsof fun and we hope you
can makeit. If you don't bowl, come anyway and
and cheer the group on.

FIRST MATES LUNCHEON

Saturday, October 19" at 12 noon the second annual
First Mates Luncheon will be held at the AYC
clubhouse. Theluncheonwill beprepared by skil Ifull
Captains and graciously served. A program will
follow. For reservations, cdl 293-5277 and leave a
message. Please state that it is for the First Mates
Luncheon. Cost: $7.00. Cdl Bill Short at 360-293-
8844 if you have questions.

Blakely Idand Race Cruise

The last overnight race/crui se to Blakely Island
Marinais next weekend, and the racing fl eet has
extended an invitation to the cruisers to come out
and sall this last event with them. The cruisers will
have their own start after the normal fleets starts,
and sal to Blakely Island | eaving the Cone Islands
to the port. Thefirst start is at 9:00 AM between the
red nun and the Shdl oil dock. Thefinishlineis 360
degrees magneti c from the mark on Spindle Rock.
Thetideturns at 9:35 so the decision about the
courseis up to you, but we all will be we come at
theend. This is described as afun outing by dl, so
come out and play. If you are going please let
Willey Gravley know at willie@ncia.com. If you
just want informati on cal | me at 360-568-4306 or
mpcase@earthlink.net . Phil Case, Cruise Chairman
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Rescue at Sea, September 9, 2002

We were returning to Anacortes on Voyageur, our
Grand Banks 42, at the endof our four month cruise
to Alaska; we being Laura and Dick Smock, Linda
and John Sedy and their little dog, Cody when the
incident began. The westher had been bad for severd
days prior to our departure from Refuge Cove
andmany boats were still holed up waiting for better
weather, but we went out,heading for Wesview/
Powell River. As we rounded Sarah Point we

heard"M ayday, M ayday, thisis the sailboat Raven and

| have a fire on board.” Seconds later, the Canadian
Coast Guard (Comox) dsoissued aM ayday. Raven(a
36' sailboat with its sail s up) was located just outside
Cortez Bay on Cortez Island, about 3 miles from our
position with one person on board. At thetime of the
Mayday, we spotted her trailing a stream of wispy
smoke in the distance. We immedi aely responded to
the Coast Guard that were on ourway to render
assistance. Our estimated arriva time to the burning
vesselwas about 15 minutes. Enroute, we heard
Raven's Captain telling the CoastGuard that he had
put out the firebut it had flared up again and he coul d
not go below decks because of dense smoke. The
Coast Guard advised him to take a hand held radio
and get into his dingy. As we sped towards Raven,
Dick and Lindadonned lifejackets in preparation for
going outside to help.There were 3' to 4' sess at the
time. When we arrived, Raven was compl etely
engulfed in flames; even the sails were on fire.
Moments | ater the mast collapsed from the heat and
wrapped itsdf around the side of the hull and adong
the surface of thewater. Another boat (a13' Boston
Whaer from Cortez Bay) aso appeared onthescene,

responding to the Mayday. They radioed us to say
that the Raven's dingy was upside down in the water
with no oneon board. Itwasa sobering moment when
we spotted that red dingy. We agreed that the Wha er
would search the East side of the burning boat while
we would search the West side. Laura and Linda
went up to the flybridge to man the depth sounder
sincetheone a thehelm wasn'tdwaysrdliable. Linda
spotted Raven's Captain, Garry, some 300" upwind of
his boat. It's amazing how small someoneis whenin
the water! We pulled Voyageur upwind (to cregte a
lee for Garry). Aswe went by, he said to Laura,
"Please don't leave." He had been in the 52 degree
water for about 15 to 20 minutes and was wearing
swest pants and foul weather gear. Hehad onayelow
slicker and a harness type PFD. Without that ye low
color, | don't know if we would have spotted him (as
an aside, weare convinced that yelow showsup much
better than red or blue, for those of you picking out
foul weether gear). Garry grabbed the edge of the
swimplatformand as heslowly climbed up theladder,
Dick and Linda pulled him first onto the swim
platform and then onto the stern of the boat. Not an
easy task since the boat was wa lowing in the heavy
seas. Once Garry was safely aboard, Dick and Linda
made sure he was OK and kept him taking. Hewas
lucid and not too terribly col d; not hypothermic. We
knew that the Coast Guard had an ambulance waiting
at the Sesattle Yacht Club (SY C) dock in Cortez Bay.
The SY C has severd "outstations' where they have
complete fecilities for members only. Wetook Garry
to the dock and the paramedics and the manager of
the SY C outstation took over. After a hot bath and
cleaned and dried clothes, he was physicdly as good
as new, but a much sadder man. Garry was from
Shilshole Marina and had lived aboard Raven. He
lost everything he owned in the fire (Raven sank
gpproximatey 10 minutes after we picked him up).
He was on his way to Campbdl River to pick up a
friend when the firebroke out. The night before he
had changed the fud filter in his gasoline engine
(Atomic4). Thestaff and members of theSYCinvited
us to stay over night and to join them &t their potluck
dinner that evening. They were very gracious, and
weweregrateful. Allindl itwas an adventure that

we will not soon forget. John Sedy




AY C October Schedule

Fri,Oct 4
Sat,Oct 5
Fri,Oct 11
Sat, Oct 12
Sat, Oct 12
Sun, Oct 13
Fri,Oct 18
Sat, Oct 19
Tue, Oct 22
Fri, Oct 25
Sat,Oct 26
Sun, Oct 27

Open Bar

Blakley Island Race/Cruise

Open Bar, $2.00 Night, Bowling
Clark Island Race

Reid Harbor Wine& Cheese Cruise
Lido Race

Open Bar

Firsg MatesL uncheon 12 Noon
Board Meeting

Open Bar, AYC Dinner
SailorsOctober Fest, Awards,
Cruigng Club, Pot Luck, Program



