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The Lido 14 fleet out preparing for a start at the 

High Sierra Regatta 

[ƛŘƻ мпΩǎ ƭƛƴŜ ǳǇ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

registration and weigh-in 

Lido 14 Class Championships 
The Lido14 National Championship Regatta 

was held the past month on beautiful 

Huntington Lake in California. It is located in 

the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range at over 

тлллΩ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ If you have never been 

there, the beauty of the area itself is worth 

the trip. There are consistent summer 

winds of 10-15 that are created by heat 

rising up from the central valley miles below 

the lake. Many call Huntington Lake the 

άǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǾŜƴǳŜέΦ The lake is famous 

for the High Sierra Regatta which is held 

annually during the weekend following the 

4th of July.  

As in past years, when the Lido Class 

Championship Regatta (CCR) was held at 

Huntington Lake, it was scheduled for the 

week following the High Sierra Regatta. This 

gives everyone the chance to not only 

attend both regattas, but the High Sierra 

Regatta also becomes an excellent warm up 

event heading into the Championship 

Week. The Lido 14s were out in force with 

49 attending the High Sierra Regatta on July 

10th-11th.   

With the High Sierra Regatta ending on 

Sunday afternoon, the Lido 14 Fleet had the 

lake to ourselves for the week. Monday, the 

42 boat Championship fleet had registration 

and weigh-in during the day.  

The skippers and crew gathered at the 

άǊŜƎŀǘǘŀ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜ ǎƘƻǊŜ ƻƴ 

Monday evening for a wine and cheese 
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After about 5 miles of racing, the leeward mark 

was still crowded. In this shot, the difference 

between 17 places!! 

The shore was a great vantage point for 

seeing the starts and watching the racing. 

party. It was a great time to catch up with 

the others sailors and dream about what 

could happen during the next couple days 

of sailingΧ before reality set in!                 

The weather for the week was about 

ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ ǘƻ ǳǇǇŜǊ тлΩǎ 

and the breeze kicked up about мл ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ 

each morning.  The qualifying series, on 

Tuesday, would consist of all 42 boats on 

the start line.  

The top half of the fleet would sail in the 

Gold Fleet and the bottom half in the Silver 

Fleet. Common knowledge was to sail off 

the start on starboard tack to far side of the 

lake, then work the south shore up to the 

weather mark. This placed a big premium 

on good starts, sailing high and sailing fast 

on the first tack.  

All three Anacortes Fleet 78 boats somehow 

managed to make the Gold Fleet with Colin 

Orsini and Lisa Acomb coming out of 

qualifying ranked 5th!  

Tuesday began the Championship series 

with fleet divided into half. This made the 

starts a little less hectic but with the stakes 

raised, trying to move up on the fleet was 

no easy task. On the first race of the day, 

defending Class Champion Stu Robertson 

has an OCS (over early) which gave him 22 

on his score line. This opened the door for 

several other top boats to grab the National 

Championship title.                               


