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Steve and Ginger Orsini in action during the Ψ09 

District V1 Championships in Anacortes on Fidalgo Bay 

Time is ticking to the first sailing 

event or our Fleet 78 Lido 14 

season! 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ 

your calendars for Saturday 

April 17th. We will be having our Fleet 

measurement day starting at 9am over at the 

ƴŜǿ άtκvέ Ƙƻƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƴŀŎƻǊǘŜǎ ¸ŀŎƘǘ 

Club. After we finish measuring and weighing 

boats, we will be heading up to the club for 

some food. Fleet 78 will provide a main dish 

(probably burgers or pizza) and drinks. Please 

bring a snack, side dish, or dessert. It will be 

open to all Fleet 78 members, friends, and 

family. Everyone is invited so plan on attending.  

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛŦ 

provided free, by Fleet 78, to Lido 14 owners in 

the area. Even if you Lido 14 already has a 

measurement certificate, you will want to have 

it weighed each year. 

Red Alert!! Contrary to our schedule that was 

sent out previously, the Al Morris Regatta at 

Yale Lake will be on July 31st and August 1st 

(Saturday and Sunday). This is particularly 

important since this regatta will be our2010 

District V1 Championships as well. For those 

that did not already know, the current District 

±м /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ CƭŜŜǘ туΩǎ ƻǿƴ {ǘŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ 

Ginger Orsini . Steve and Ginger won the 

regatta last year on Fidalgo Bay as the 09 

District Championships were hosted by Fleet 78. 

This schedule change means that the original Al 

Morris dates (August 7th and 8th) now no longer 

apply and we will have Fleet 78 racing on 

August 8th on Fidalgo Bay.  

There are generally two types of projects that 

you can do to you Lido 14. The first types are 

those projects that can improve performance 

and handling. We have covered a small portion 

of these types of projects during the past 

several newsletters. The other types of projects 

are ones that improve safety and can prevent 

unnecessary boat and equipment failure in the 

heat of battle. These preventative maintenance 

jobs are often over looked and sometimes go 

unnoticed until it is too late. I was reminded of 

this a few weeks back when I read a Lido 14 

race result from California. The current Lido 14 
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Class National Champion was leading a regatta 

when his entire rig came down during a race 

and he was forced to take a DNF taking him out 

of the hunt. I do not know the details of his 

particular equipment failure but I was reminded 

of a couple of things. First, this sort of 

catastrophe can happen to the best of us. 

Second, a preventative maintenance project, 

like the one we will talk about this month, can 

save you a lot of pain in the future. It is most 

important, before starting any project on your 

Lido 14, to verify that what you are doing has 

ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜƎŀƭ άŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέΦ 

Sometimes, what seems like a perfectly logical 

and innocent project on your boat can turn out 

to make your Lido 14 illegal per the class 

association by-laws. 

Our project this month involves through bolting 

hardware to the front of the seat tanks. The 

chain plates for the mast shrouds are fastened, 

at the factory, to the front of the seat tanks 

using long wood screws. 

Over time, due to vibrations from trailering and 

sailing, the screws can come loose and start to 

back out. In addition, exposure to weather, 

water, and salt air, may cause the wood in the 

front of the seat tank become soft and the 

wood screws themselves may become 

corroded.  The solution to this problem involves 

the class approved change allowing a port to be 

put on the seat tank of your lido. The 

installation of a properly positioned port will 

allow you to through bolt all of the hardware 

that is attached to the front of the seat tank.   

On my Lido, in addition to through bolting the 

factory hardware, I also added a through bolted 

pad eye to be used as an attachment point for 

using a three point hoist sling. Having the port 

installed will also allow you to air out the seat 

tanks and remove any moisture that may have 

somehow entered. It should go without saying 

that when installing the ports and through 

bolting the hardware, it is important to seal out 

any entry places for water. This can be 

accomplished by making sure holes are not over 

cut or drilled and that you use a good sealant 

such as 5200 when installing all the hardware. 

 

 


